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KONA HONGWANJI 
BUDDHIST TEMPLE 

    

                                     E - JIHO  
        August 2019  

 
Theme & Slogan 2019:  Embrace Change:  Transformation (Walk in Peace)    

 
 

ENGLISH FAMILY and HIROSHIMA REMEMBRANCE SERVICE 
Sunday, August 4, 2019 at 9:00 am 

Dharma School Registration for the new School Year 
For more information Contact:  Mrs. Betty Takeoka 

 
 
 
 

O-BON CEMETERY SERVICE 
Sunday, August 11, 2019 at 9:00 am 

Service up at the Cemetery 

 
 
 

Hawaii District Buddhist Study Center Summer Session 
“Jodo Shinshu Everyday Life” 

 
Rev. Kiyonobu Kuwahara 

Supervising Minister, Berkeley Buddhist Temple 
 

Tuesday, August 20, 2019 
4:30 pm 

Kona Hongwanji Buddhist Temple 
 
 
 
 

2020 CALENDAR ORDER 
Orders are now being taken for the 2020 Hongwanji Calendars 

please call:  323-2993 to place your order 
 
 
 
 

NEED THE ASSISTANCE OF THE MINISTER, contact Rev. Blayne Higa at 323-2993 or Emergency only 
(808)383-9153 or Joseph Gusman at 896-4988 or 324-0708. To schedule services or activities, call the church 
office at 323-2993 Monday thru Friday – 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Closed on weekends and holidays.   If unable to 
contact the office clerk, leave a message on the answering machine. 
E-MAIL ADDRESS:  Church – konahongwanji@twc.com       

mailto:konahongwanji@twc.com
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AUGUST 
3 Saturday …   9:00 AM … Onenju Making in Meeting Room 
4 Sunday …   9:00 AM … English Family and Hiroshima Remembrance 
         Service  

    Dharma School Registration 
7 Wednesday …  9:30 AM … Service @ Hualalai Regency 
    11:00 AM … Service @ Life Care Center 
9 Friday …   8:30 AM … Senior Activity Program 
11 Sunday …   9:00 AM … Cemetery Bon Service 
14 Wednesday …  7:00 PM … Kyodan Board Meeting 
15 Thursday …  9:30 AM … Preschool Temple Visitation 
18 Sunday …   9:00 AM … English Family Service 
20 Tuesday …   4:30 PM … BSC Summer Session  
25 Sunday …   9:00 AM … English Family Service 
31 Saturday …  --------------- Bon Dance @ Naalehu Hongwanji 
 August 30th thru September 2nd 16th Annual World Buddhist’s Women’s Convention 

    in San Francisco 
 

SEPTEMBER 
1 Sunday …   ---------------- NO SUNDAY SERVICE 
4 Wednesday …  9:30 AM … Service @ Hualalai Regency 
8 Sunday …   9:00 AM … Grandparent’s Day Service 
10 Tuesday …   10:30 AM … HAIB Meeting 
12 Thursday …  9:30 AM … Preschool Temple Visitation 
13 Friday …   8:30 AM … Senior Activity Program 
15 Sunday …   9:00 AM … Peace Day Service 
21 Saturday…   8:00 AM … Omigaki #2     Food Prep #1 
    --------------- HIUH BWA Meeting 
22 Sunday …   9:00 AM … Autumn O-Higan Service 
29 Sunday …   9:00 AM … English Family Service 
  
     CUB SCOUTS & BOY SCOUTS 

EVERY MONDAY CUB SCOUT PACK 12 MEETING AT 5:00 PM 
 EVERY WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY CUB SCOUT PACK 12 MEETING AT 5:00 PM EXCEPT 1ST 

WEDNESDAY 
EVERY TUESDAY BOY SCOUT TROOP 59 MEETING AT 7:00 PM 

 
 

TAIKO PRACTICE 
EVERY TUESDAY ADULT’S TAIKO PRACTICE AT 6:00 PM 

EVERY THURSDAY TAIKO PRACTICE AT 5:30 PM 
TAIKO MEETING EVERY 2nd THURSDAY IN THE SOCIAL HALL AT 6:45 PM 

 
 

JUDO PRACTICE 
JUDO CLUB MEETING EVERY 1ST WEDNESDAY IN SCOUT ROOM 

EVERY MONDAY AT 7:00 PM NIGHT CLASS 
EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 6:00 PM NOVICE; 7:00 PM NIGHT CLASS 

EVERY THURSDAY AT 7:00 PM KATA CLASS 
EVERY FRIDAY AT 6:30 PM ADULT ONLY 

 
 

IKEBANA 
EVERY 2ND SATURDAY AT 9:00 AM IN THE SCOUT ROOM 
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MEMORIAL SERVICES FOR AUGUST and SEPTEMBER 
 
Third Year (2017)   August  15  MASAO OBATA 
        31 ELEANOR YOKOMOTO 
 
Seventh Year (2013)  August  2 YOSHIMI TANIYAMA 
        16 HAZEL AYAKO AOYAGI 
        26 SASAE TAKEMOTO MURAKAMI 
        26 KIMIYO “DOROTHY” KONDO 
     September  4 GEORGE AKIRA FUJINO 
        6 GLEN FUSAO MATSUMOTO 
        25 FUMIO MATSUOKA 
  
Thirteenth Year (2007)  August  2 HARRY NOBUYUKI HONDA 
        3 TAMOTSU OYAMA 
     September  8 HIDETOSHI TANIGUCHI 
              
Twenty-Fifth Year (1995)  September  25 KAORU SHIKADA 
        27 LARRY MINORU MATSUYAMA 
      
Thirty-Third Year (1987)  August  30 HISAE DOROTHY INOUYE 
     September  30 TORI INOUYE 

 
Fiftieth Year (1970)   August  12 SHITOYO MATSUMURA 
        12 KUMATARO SASAKI 
     September  22  BUNTARO TANAKA 
        30 YOHEI TESHIMA 
 
 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 
 
 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE                         Joseph Gusman 
 
We are just days from our annual Bon Dance on July 27, 2019.  From the first steps of the lantern 
parade to the last song of the bon dance, I hope everyone is looking forward to joining in this great 
opportunity to honor the memory of all who have gone before us. A special thanks to all our 
sangha members who have put their time and energy into the planning for this event. Your efforts 
go a long way toward making our bon dance an enjoyable night for all attendees. 
 
If you haven’t had a chance to check out our updated library at the temple yet, please take the 
opportunity the next time you visit. Janet Maeda, a former school librarian, has generously given of 
her time and expertise to organize the space where members of our temple and the general public 
can come & enhance their understanding of Buddhism.  

 
 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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A Fine Flower Without Fragrance? 
Rev. Blayne Higa 

 
There are many challenges facing our country and our world today and it often seems like 

we are pushing a boulder uphill or pouring water into a basket.  However, I believe we can 
overcome these challenges by remembering our most cherished values as a society, as a country, 
and as people of faith.  On July 4th I reflected on the meaning of patriotism and whether all the 
pomp and circumstance surrounding this celebration is a true reflection of our shared values and 
our communal life together as a nation.  I believe that true patriotism is not wrapped in a flag used 
as a prop, or a vain show of military might to aggrandize any one individual or group.  Nationalism 
is not patriotism.  True patriotism is understanding that WE the people means ALL the people.  
True patriotism means that life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness is for ALL and not the few.  
True patriotism means that caring for those in need is a reflection of our real American values.  
True patriotism is recognizing that when our light of freedom is shared with another, our light does 
not diminish but rather the whole world is brightened.  True patriotism is realizing that we do not 
live in isolation but in fellowship and community.  True patriotism means respecting and celebrating 
diversity in all forms.  True patriotism is lived every day through our acts of kindness, compassion, 
and respect.  True patriotism is speaking truth to power.  Resistance is true patriotism. 
 

The founders of our nation valued freedom from oppression in all forms and believed in the 
worth and dignity of each individual as part of a community.  However, as I reflect on the state of 
our nation today, we seem to have forgotten the “We” in all of this and have defaulted to seeing 
only the “I” and acting for our own benefit.  This is why as I reflected on the meaning of 
Independence Day, I wondered whether our American values are truly reflected in our actions or 
are we simply putting on a good show?   

 
I am reminded of a teaching from the Dhammapada in which Shakyamuni Buddha says, “To 

utter pleasant words without practicing them is like being a fine flower without fragrance.” In the 
book Learning the Wisdom of Enlightenment published by Bukkyo Dendo Kyokai (BDK), this 
passage is explained in the following way, “Those who can but do not practice what they preach 
are like beautiful roadside flowers without any scent.  Even if you are attracted to them at first, you 
will feel disenchanted upon approaching them…People who do not act in accordance with what 
they have said will lose the trust of others.”  So how does this teaching apply to our lives?  I believe 
it asks us to be mindful of whether our actions match our words or appearance.   Are we truly living 
our values on a daily basis?  It is often asked whether going to church or temple makes one a 
good person.  What do you think?  Taking time to hear the Dharma in the temple is an important 
part of our spiritual practice, but what good is it if we do not live the Dharma both inside and 
outside the walls of the temple for the sake of others? 

 
During the past several years we have seen a significant rise of hatred in our country.  From 

hate groups, to hate speech, to violence, and the implementation of public policy aimed at hurting 
individuals or groups not considered worthy or acceptable.  It raises the question of how do we 
perceive the “other” based on gender, race, ethnicity, age, disability, sexual orientation or 
expression, or national origin?  We often default to thinking that we have nothing in common with 
another person or group of people.  It is this sense of separation which causes so much suffering 
in our world.  However, the Buddha taught that we should see ourselves as connected to all things 
in the universe. That we do not live alone, separate, or isolated but rather as a part of a greater 
whole.  When we see ourselves in this way, how can we hate?  Each of us is part of Amida’s 
Golden Chain of Love and how do we keep our link bright and strong?    
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We recently saw an example of how this “othering” leads to suffering.  I’m sure many of us 

saw the heartbreaking photo of a young migrant father and daughter from El Salvador who died in 
their attempt to seek asylum.  25-year-old Oscar Martinez and his 23-month-old daughter Valeria 
drowned trying to cross the Rio Grande River from Mexico to the United States.  They did this 
because the normal rules for seeking asylum have been discarded and we no longer treat those 
seeking refuge with dignity, decency, and common humanity.  Out of desperation, Oscar tucked 
little Valeria into his shirt and they attempted to cross the river but were swept away by the current.  
They died holding each other because of our fear, hatred, and ignorance. 

 
We are also learning more about how migrant children are being taken from their parents 

and are being imprisoned without adequate food, bedding, or even toothpaste or toothbrushes.  It 
was recently reported that the government plans to incarcerate 1,400 migrant children at Ft. Sill in 
Oklahoma which once served as a prison camp for around 700 Japanese Americans during WWII.  
Several elderly survivors of the Japanese American Internment have staged protests about this 
unjust policy because we are repeating a dark chapter from our history.  These survivors and 
others have declared that “Never Forget Is Now” and are working to change hearts and minds 
about the detention of migrants by asking us to remember who we truly are as a nation.  They 
remember a time when being Buddhist and Japanese was once considered un-American and a 
threat to national security.  We are also reliving an American story of courage, perseverance, and 
standing against injustice.  I believe many of you have your own family stories and memories of 
that time that we should never forget.   

 
 In our tradition, we go to the Dharma for guidance.  May we always remember how truly 
connected we really are and live with aloha and compassion for ourselves and all who we perceive 
to be different from us.  Namo Amida Butsu.   
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Hawaii District Buddhist Study Center Summer Session 
 

             “Jodo Shinshu Everyday Life” 
 

                   Rev. Kiyonobu Kuwahara 
     Supervising Minister, Berkeley Buddhist Temple 

 
                   Tuesday, August 20, 2019 
                                   4:30 pm 
               Kona Hongwanji Buddhist Temple 
 
Please join us for an excellent presentation on everyday Shin 
Buddhism by Rev. Kiyonobu Kuwahara.  In addition to serving as 
Supervising Minister of the Berkeley Buddhist Temple, he is an Adjunct 
Faculty at the Institute of Buddhist Studies and the Program 
Coordinator of the Hongwanji Office in the United States.  Rev. 

Kuwahara was one of my instructors in seminary and I know you will enjoy his dynamic and 
informative presentation.  We are fortunate to be able to host him in West Hawaii as part of the 
annual Buddhist Study Center Summer Session.  Let’s learn the Dharma together!   
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Daily Morning Service 
 

Start your day with gratitude by chanting the Shoshinge together.  A daily morning service is held 
Monday through Saturday beginning at 8:00 am and 7:30 am on Wednesdays.   
Written by Shinran Shonin, the Shoshinge (Hymn of True Entrusting) is the most popular chant in 
the Hongwanji tradition because it summarizes the basic teaching of the Pure Land Way and 
expresses Shinran’s gratitude to Amida Buddha and the Seven Masters.   
Sutra chanting has a meditative quality which settles our heart and mind, helping us to hear the 
calling voice of the Buddha.  As the Dharma is heard and received, our chanting becomes an 
expression of profound gratitude for the Buddha’s compassion.   
Join in the chanting or simply sit and listen to the beautiful words of Shinran.  All are welcome!   
 
 

 
Compassionate Care 

 
Providing a compassionate presence through spiritual care is a primary way of caring for Sangha.  
The Dharma offers guidance and support for our whole lives and especially during times of 
difficulty.  I am here to be a companion to you on life’s journey and am available for a private 
consultation, hospital, or home visitation.  Please contact the temple office at 808-323-2993 to 
schedule an appointment.  -Rev. Blayne 
 

 
Obutsudan 

 
The Obutsudan, or home altar, plays an important part in cultivating our spiritual lives as Shin 
Buddhists.  Our caring for a home altar serves as a mirror to the self within the compassionate 
embrace of Amida Buddha.  The temple has several gently used Obutsudan and altar adornments 
that are available for adoption.  If you would like to have an Obutsudan for your home, please 
contact the office or Rev. Blayne for more information.   
 

 
Kukui Nut O-Nenju and Kona Coffee: 

 
Showcasing Kona at the BWA World Convention Marketplace 

 
The Buddhist Women’s Association World Convention in San Francisco will be held at the end of 
August and will feature a marketplace for overseas districts and temples to showcase specialty 
items from their region.  Kona Hongwanji has taken the lead for Hawaii and will have a table at the 
marketplace to sell unique goods that represent the very best of Kona and Hawaii Kyodan.  This is 
a wonderful opportunity to market ourselves to the worldwide Shinshu community and all funds 
raised will be applied toward our past Hawaii Kyodan assessment. 
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We will be selling handmade Kukui Nut Onenju and would like to ask for everyone’s help with its 
production. We will have a nenju making session on Saturday, August 3rd beginning at 9:00am in 
the temple meeting room.  Please join us!   
 
We would also like to sell 100% Pure Kona Coffee and are asking for donations of pre-packaged 
ground or roasted whole bean coffee (up to 1 pound).   
 
The BWA World Convention attracts participants from Japan, Canada, South America, BCA, and 
Hawaii.  This will be a great way to support Kona Hongwanji while promoting local coffee 
producers to an international audience.  Please drop off coffee donations to the temple office by 
Monday, August 12, 2019.   
 
Thank you very much for your support of this Kyodan project.  For more information, please 
contact Kona BWA President Linda Nagai at 936-6079.  Mahalo! 

 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Hurricane Preparedness 

Hurricane season in Hawaii began on June 1st and will run till November 30th.  The National 
Weather Service forecasts a higher than normal storm season this year so it’s important to have 
emergency plans and kits ready for your family.  Useful information on how to prepare for 
emergencies can be found on the following websites: 
County of Hawaii 

http://www.hawaiicounty.gov/emergency-preparedness 
Hawaii Emergency Management Agency 

http://dod.hawaii.gov/hiema/ 
Hawaiian Electric Emergency Preparedness Handbook 

https://www.hawaiianelectric.com/safety-and-outages/storm-center/emergency-
preparedness-handbook 

 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 

TAIKO GROUP NEWS 
 
We are in the middle of Bon Season with 6 more Bon Dances to attend and play drums at.   
We completed the Obon Festival at Keauhou Shopping Center, Kohala Hongwanji Mission and 
Kona Daifukuji Soto Mission. 
What’s coming up for us?  Keei Buddhist Church, Kona Hongwanji Buddhist Temple, Paauilo 
Kongoji, Kona Koyasan Daishiji Mission, Kamuela Hongwanji Mission and this year we will be 
adding Naalehu Hongwanji Mission. 
 
We are also selling Hapi Coats, $55 for adults, $45 for children.  It is one size fits most. 
 
This year we will not be having open enrollment.  We had an abundance of new members last year 
that we have enough drummers for now. 
 
 
 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 

http://www.hawaiicounty.gov/emergency-preparedness
http://dod.hawaii.gov/hiema/
https://www.hawaiianelectric.com/safety-and-outages/storm-center/emergency-preparedness-handbook
https://www.hawaiianelectric.com/safety-and-outages/storm-center/emergency-preparedness-handbook
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KONA JR. YBA 
 
Okagesamade   Oh, The Places You'll Go! 
 
This was the theme for this years 62nd annual Jr. YBA State convention hosted by the United of Oahu on 
June 28-30. 
 
Over 80 delegates, advisors, ministers, and special guests from Japan attended this convention.   
 
Our Kona contingency consisted of Daren and Lynn Katayama, Alan Matsumoto, Manami Alspach, Jana 
Masunaga, Mako Yamamoto and Mark Inouye.   
 
Upon arrival on Oahu we loaded up our van adjusted the radio broke the AC but we won't go into details 
about that one right Mana? Off we went to Daren's favorite place to eat...any guesses? If you said Zippy's 
you are correct! 
 
Once everyone had their fill the group dropped off Lynn and Alan at Aiea Hongwanji so they could help 
Master cook Mark Haimoto prepare dinner.  The rest of the group headed to JCCH to see the Onizuka 
museum then did a little shopping at Ala Moana. 
 
At around 4:30pm the group gathered back at Aiea Hongwanji to meet up with the rest of the delegates to 
officially start the convention.  After the opening service we ate a wonderful dinner.  The delegates did some 
mixers then off to Pagoda Hotel.   
 
The next day was the first full day of activities.  Starting with morning service then the first meeting 
discussing a lot of important issues then picture taking then lunch.  After lunch they attended three 
workshops: Graduation panel, Water Bottle Crafts and Pillow Dodgeball.  After all that most had some free 
time but some had to get ready for contest interviews.  That night was the dinner and awards banquet.  After 
a delicious dinner all the awards winners were announced.  Congratulations to ALL the winners especially to 
the United of Kauai for winning the Model United trophy.  (aka Matilda) 
 
Some of the United of Hawaii winners were: 
 
Miss Jr. YBA Alyssa Okamura (Hilo) 
Outstanding Jr. YBA  Mako Yamamoto (Kona) and Alyssa Okamura (Hilo) 
 
Congratulations to Ethan Mayer (Hilo) who will be our next Federation President and Manami Alspach who 
will be the United of Hawaii's incoming President.  Good luck to the both of you! 
 
Also a resolution of appreciation was passed for Mark Haimoto for his endless support to the youth. 
 
Sunday everyone headed out to Waipahu Plantation Village.  We had a special tour just for us.  It was a 
very educational tour which was full of history.  Thank you to all our guides.  We ended our stay there by 
having the closing service and new officers installation under the Bodhi tree which was brought from India.  
This was a very memorable service not only because of the significance of the tree but because it poured 
rain during the service but for the most part the tree gave them shelter till the end. 
 
They all ended up at Pearl Ridge for more shopping but like anything all good things must come to an end.  
Good byes were said “see you at the next convention” were heard then off to the airport the bus went.    
OKAGESAMADE...all the Jr. YBA members of the past keeping the conventions going! 

 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
SPECIAL DONATIONS 

 
Okamoto Family, Memorial Day In Memory of Frank and Wayne Okamoto 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Oshiro, Memorial Day Service 
Kimie Mizoshiri, Project Dana 
Fumio Murasaki 
Mr. & Mrs. Shizuya Sakata, Social Concerns 
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Takiue, Gotan-E Service 
Edna Yamashita, O-Bon Service In Memory of Sanpei & Otsuma Yamashita; Charlie  
 Yamashita and Ittoku & Tone Sakamoto 
Anonymous, Temple Visitation 
Yooko Moriguchi, Gotan-E Service 
Suga Suzuki, Project Dana 
Tyrus Takimoto & Sons, In Memory of Hatsumi Takimoto’s 3rd Year Anniversary 
Keizaburo Tsuji 
       Total - $395.00 
 
 

MEMORIAL SERVICES 
 
Wayne Tanaka, Funeral Service & Related Expenses for Takiyo Tanaka 
Ethel Saito In Memory of Tsuya Fujimoto Imai’s 33rth Year Anniversary 
George Sugi, In memory of Koshi Tomono’s Memorial Service 
Wesley & Ilyn Ferreira, 1st Year Memorial Service for Hatsuko Shiraishi 
Margaret Fujikawa & Carl, In Memory of Tsuya Imai 
Patrick Imai, In Memory of Tsuya Imai 
Kaneo Family, Memorial Service for Chika Kaneo 
Kaneo Family, Memorial Service for Flora Kaneo Donaldson 
Kaneo Family, Memorial Service for Fujiyo Kaneo 
Morris Nagata, 1st Year Service for Henri-Ann Nagata 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Nagata, 1st Year Service In Memory of Henri-Ann Nagata 
Tyrus Takimoto & Sons, In Memory of Hatsuko Shiraishi’s 1st Year Memorial Service 
       Total - $1,665.00 
 
 

HAKASOJI and NOKOTSUDO 
 
JoAnn Morimoto   Jeanette Fukuda   Betty Matsuo 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Nagata  Kimie Mizoshiri   Fumio Murasaki 
Mr. & Mrs. Shizuya Sakata  Matsuko Onaka   Setsuko Tanaka 
Mr. & Mrs. Lionel Tatsutani  Bryan Kunitomo   Yooko Moriguchi 
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Zakahi  Hideyuki Nagai   Norine Parish 
Wilfred Murakami   Elaine Komo, In Memory of Sotaro & Iyo Komo 
       Total - $970.46 
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Acknowledgement continued: 
JIHO 

 
Betty Matsuo    Mr. & Mrs. Richard Nagata  Kimie Mizoshiri 
Matsuko Onaka   Mr. & Mrs. Shizuya Sakata  Yooko Moriguchi 
Dr. & Mrs. John Tsue  Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Zakahi  Janice Onaka 
       Total - $355.00 
  
 

JUNE and JULY SUNDAY SERVICES 
 
       Total - $542.00 
 
  

CAPITAL FUND 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Nathan Chong  Mr. & Mrs. Richard Nagata  Betty Matsuo 
Dr. & Mrs. John Tsue 
 
 
 

HAWAII KYODAN DUES 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Lionel Tatsutani  Mr. & Mrs. Richard Nagata  Kimie Mizoshiri 
Dr. & Mrs. John Tsue 
 

 


