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JIHO 

August 2023 

Kona Hongwanji Buddhist Temple 
Building Healthy Sanghas: Sharing Joy Together 

Please join our hybrid services in August and September. All services will begin at 10:00 am (unless otherwise noted). A 

Zoom link to join the service will be emailed a few days before. Please contact the office to be included in our email list 

to receive weekly temple updates, zoom links, and other interesting information. Wearing face masks and sanitizing of 

hands continue to be required in temple. We look forward to seeing you in person or online! 

 
Hiroshima Remembrance Service 

Sunday, August 6, at 10:00am 
Guest Speaker:  Tadashi Hosokawa 

Chairman of the Board of Delica Wing Co., Ltd. & Honorary Chairman, Hatsukaichi Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
 

Sponsored by the Kona Hiroshima Kenjin Kai, this service commemorates the 78th Anniversary of the Atomic bombings 
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

 
***No Service on August 13 and 20*** 

 
Hawaii District Service 

Sunday, August 27, at 9:00 am 
Hosted at Honpa Hongwanji Hilo Betsuin 

Guest Speaker: Dr. Jeff Wilson 
University of Waterloo 

 
Hosted by Hilo Betsuin, this district service is sponsored by the Hawaii District Ministers Association. Watch at home or 

join us at Kona Hongwanji to participate together. 
Zoom Link: 

https://zoom.us/j/93470607158?pwd=NTdqRDBaUmhSQ2VXZHM5ZzdGOEZGUT09  
 

Dharma Family Service 
Sunday, September 3, at 10:00am 
Sangha Speaker: Daren Katayama 

 
Grandparent’s Day Service 

Sunday, September 10, at 10:00am 
 

Autumn Ohigan Service 
Sunday, September 17 at 10:00am 

Guest Speaker: Rev. Shindo Nishiyama 
Jikoen Hongwanji Mission 

 
Dharma Family Service 

Sunday, September 24 at 10:00am 
Sangha Speaker: Linda Nagai 

 
For Assistance 

Office Clerk: Ramah DeMello (Phone: 808-323-2993  Email: konahongwanji@twc.com) 
Resident Minister: Rev. Blayne Higa (Emergency only 808-383-9153) 

Temple President: Linda Nagai (Emergency only 808-936-6079 
 
KONA HONGWANJI BUDDHIST TEMPLE 
P.O. Box 769 
Kealakekua, HI  96750 
 
 
 
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

PERMIT NO. 1 
KEALAKEKUA, HAWAII  96750 

https://zoom.us/j/93470607158?pwd=NTdqRDBaUmhSQ2VXZHM5ZzdGOEZGUT09
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Aloha Sangha Members, 

This year during Obon, we remembered 16 Sangha members who attained birth in the Pure Land, since our last Obon 

service. We did this by observing their Hatsubon service. Hatsubon, is the first Obon service following the passing of 

loved ones. It is a time when we realize and have a deeper appreciation for the benefits that we have received from 

them, and a time when we are reminded that life does go on.  

Our Bon Dance (Festival) was very well attended. The new bon dance towels and the lights from the memory lanterns, 

brightened the evening as it radiated Amida’s all-encompassing Wisdom and Compassion. Thank you to all who 

attended and celebrated our Obon Festival with us.  Hope you had a great time.   

To Steven Kaneko and the Obon Festival committee who planned and coordinated the nights events, beginning with Bon 

Dance practices headed by the Taiko group, fellow Sangha members and friends who set-up the Yagura, helped with the 

manju making, providing men/women power for our concessions, and to Tiffany Kaneko and crew for the delicious 

Andagi.  A Bon Dance is not complete without Andagi, don’t you agree?  And I can’t forget the clean-up crew.  Thank you 

very much for all that you do for our Temple.  This years Bon Dance wouldn’t have been possible without having all 

hands-on deck. 

As we wind down the Obon season and summer and prepare for the back-to-school frenzy, we will have another service 

to remember lives lost.  On Sunday, August 6, we will have a Hiroshima Remembrance Service, this service is sponsored 

by the Kona Hiroshima Kenjinkai.  The observance of Hiroshima day reminds us how precious and fragile life is. Let us 

take this time to reflect on Peace, for peace is not just ending violence, but it is the understanding and compassion 

combined with knowing the consequences of our actions.  Let us be mindful and cultivate compassion in our daily lives, 

and we will have a positive effect on our family, friends, and community. 

 

In Gassho, 

Linda Nagai 

About the Image of Amida 
Rev. Blayne Higa 

 
All Buddhist altars tell stories rich in spiritual symbolism and meaning. They also recount stories of faith and 

community. The altar of Kona Hongwanji is special because we have enshrined a beautiful image of Amida 

Buddha that has a deep connection to our island home.  

Former Bishop Eric Matsumoto recently spoke at our Father’s Day Service and shared how 

special our image of Amida Buddha is having been carved from a piece of sandalwood that 

was harvested here in the forests above Kealakekua. Taken to Japan in 1930, the 

sandalwood was carved on Mt. Hiei and the image was completed two-years later. In 1933, 

the Amida Gohonzon or object of reverence and the new altar were dedicated in 

commemoration of Kona Hongwanji’s 35th Anniversary.  

During Rev. Matsumoto’s visit we also enjoyed seeing the original sandalwood image that 

was given to the Office of the Bishop by the Marumoto family who kept it safe all these years. The original 

image that was carved developed a crack and so a second statue was made. It was quite special to see both 

images on display at the temple. I know it was the first time many have been able to see an image like this 

close up and were amazed at the delicate and beautiful features of Amida Buddha.  

In our tradition, the O-Naijin or altar represents the Pure Land as the realm of enlightenment. The symbols 

depicted in the altar tell a sacred story of the world of awakening that is manifested in our lives through the 

compassionate working of Amida Buddha. Even the sacred image of Amida is rich in symbolism and meaning.  

In Jodo Shinshu, the image of Amida is always standing to represent the dynamic 

activity of wisdom and compassion in our lives. Often, we have seen Buddha 

images which are seated in mediation; however, we believe the working of 

enlightenment is always present in our lives as a dynamic force. This is why the 

image of Amida Buddha leans slightly forward, with one foot stepping forward all 

to represent the activity of wisdom and compassion that is reaching out to us. 

You will notice Amida’s hands are forming mudras or sacred gestures representing 

tranquility and protection, signifying Amida’s entry into our world for the purpose 

of teaching and effecting our enlightenment. The thumb and index fingers of both hands are joined to form a 

circle or wheel of perfection, symbolizing how the Buddha-Dharma is perfect and eternal, having neither 

beginning nor end.  
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The right hand is raised to shoulder level with the palm facing outward symbolizing Wisdom, Light, the 

attainment of perfect enlightenment, and the world of Nirvana. The left hand hangs down with the palm 

facing outward, symbolizing Compassion, Life, the world of Samsara, and the turning of all sentient beings to 

the truth of the Dharma. This is why Amida is the Buddha of Infinite Light and Life or all-inclusive wisdom and 

all-embracing compassion. 

Centered on the Buddha’s forehead is a spot called the Byakugō, which is said to be a tuft of white hair curled 

to the right. One of the 32 physical marks of a Buddha, the Byakugō is said to emit rays of light and is symbolic 

of the third or spiritual eye. You may have also noticed the Nikkei or “bump of Spiritual Wisdom” on top of the 

Buddha’s head which is another physical mark of a Buddha.  

The image stands upon a throne or dais in the shape of a lotus blossom. The lotus is a sacred symbol of 

enlightenment because it grows in muddy water but rises out of the water to bloom beautifully unstained by 

the mud. This symbolizes our own spiritual journey along the Buddhist path which enables us to rise above the 

muddy waters of our lives. All Buddhas are depicted atop a lotus to represent their full awakening.  

Behind the image is the Kōhai or a “background of light” which is similar to a halo in western religions. Two 

types of Kōhai are used. First is the Kōhai in the shape of a boat standing on end. It is carved intricately with a 

lotus flower carved just behind the head of the statue. The second and more commonly seen form of Kōhai is 

a half-boat shaped background topped by 48 spokes radiating from a circle behind the head of the image. The 

spokes represent rays of light, and the 48 Vows made by Amida Buddha as a bodhisattva aspiring to liberate 

all sentient beings.  

The late Shin Buddhist scholar Dr. Alfred Bloom shares an appreciation for what Amida represents, “The 

symbolic or mythic story is like a window through which we view the vast reality that embraces our lives and 

stirs our reverence and trust. Amida is, therefore, not a God and the reverence toward him expressed in our 

temples is really reverence for reality, an acknowledgement of the mystery of existence.” 

How remarkable we can encounter all of this spiritual meaning within the beautiful image of Amida Buddha. 

Of how life itself is continually unfolding, and our awakening is made possible through the inconceivable 

working of enlightenment which embraces us always. May we gain new understanding of and appreciation for 

the dynamic activity of wisdom and compassion that the image of the Buddha represents. Namo Amida Butsu. 

Reference:  

Kodani, Masao and Hamada, Russell (1995). Traditions of Jodoshinshu Hongwanji-ha. Senshin Buddhist Temple: Pureland 

Publications. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Morning Chanting Service 

Mondays and Fridays @ 8:30am 
(Except Holidays) 

Begin and end the week with a moment of 
reflection and gratitude by chanting the 

Shoshinge (Hymn of True Entrusting) written by 
Shinran Shonin. Sutra chanting has a 

meditative quality which settles our heart and 
mind, helping us to hear the calling voice of 

Wisdom and Compassion in our lives. 

Monthly Meditation 
Last Wednesday of Each Month 

6:30pm to 7:30pm 
Enjoy a moment of contemplation and 

self-reflection at our monthly meditation 
session. Engage in quiet sitting, guided 

mediation, and sutra chanting. 
As we calm our mind and body, we can 
focus on the present moment revealing 

our profound connection to all beings. No 
experience necessary.  

Flower Toban Help 

Looking for one or two volunteers to help the Flower Toban group every 

Wednesday from 8:00am to do the following: 

• Change flowers in columbarium and temple 

• Clean columbarium 

Please contact the temple office at 808-323-2993 if you are interested. Mahalo 

for your help!  
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On June 18, we had a special Father's Day Service with Bishop Eric Matsumoto as our guest speaker. It was Bishop 

Eric's last time to visit his "home" temple before he steps down at the end of June after serving 12 years as Bishop of 

the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii. He brought with him to display the original Sandalwood image of Amida 

Buddha that was given to him by the Marumoto family. This image is the older brother of the current one in our 

altar. The Sandalwood was harvested from the forest above Kealakekua and the images were carved in Japan 

between 1930-1932. These are truly special images that convey the beauty and inconceivable working of Amida's 

wisdom and compassion and remind us of our profound connection to the 'Aina. Namo Amida Butsu! 

Father’s Day Service 

Bishop Matsumoto’s Mahalo Luncheon 

On July 8, Rev. Blayne and temple president Linda Nagai attended the 

Mahalo Luncheon for Rev. Eric Matsumoto at the Ala Moana Hotel as 

we celebrated his twelve-year tenure as the 16th Bishop of the Honpa 

Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii. We are so proud of this Kona boy for his 

leadership and all that he has accomplished for our temples and the 

wider community. Best wishes as he continues his ministry as the 

Resident Minister of Aiea Hongwanji.  
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Obon Cemetery Service 

On July 2, we held our annual Obon Cemetery Service to begin the Obon season. We had a 

wonderful time as a Sangha sharing in the Dharma as we remembered our loved ones for their 

continuing influence in our lives. After service, we had fellowship and our Dharma school students 

made lauhala bookmarks! It was a beautiful day to be together as Sangha! Namo Amida Butsu! 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS—AUGUST 2023 

 
 

HAKASOJI & NOKOTSUDO 

Setsuyo Fujino     Koji Hamada    Norma Matsumoto 

Edwin Mitsunaga     Richard Egami    Carol Ichishita 

Jeffrey Ichishita     Wilfred Murakami   Nobue Teshima 

Stanley Tomono     Irving Kabei    Frederick Uchima 

Fay Wong     Myrna Kunihiro    Janet Fujikawa 

Anna Kaku     Mr. & Mrs. Burt Kamigaki  Mr. & Mrs. Earl Matsuyama 

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Kihara   Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Sasaki  Mr. & Mrs. Russell Everett 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Hirata   Mr. & Mrs. Carl Shiraishi  Mr. & Mrs. Reed Ichishita 

Albert Shiotsuka & Gail Ferrari   Bart Aoki & Martin Low 

     Total - $2,500.00 

JIHO 

Setsuyo Fujino     Norma Matsumoto   Richard Egami 

Carol Ichishita     Ken Love    Stanley Tomono 

Joyce Kudamatsu     Janet Fujikawa    Mr. & Mrs. Keith Hayama 

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Takiue 

     Total - $905.00 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

Total - $365.00 

 

SERVICES 

Koji Hamada, Akiko Hamada’s 49th day  

Michelle Johnson, Funeral and Related Expenses for Norman Sakata 

Jane Shiraishi, Kazue Yoshiki’s 17th Year 

Grace Sasaki, Kazue Yoshiki’s 17th Year 

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Yoshiki, Kazue Yoshiki’s 17th Year 

Jeffrey Ichishita, Wally Ichishita’s 1st Year 

Gail Kurozawa, Duane Kurozawa’s 7th Year 

Richard Matsumoto, Funeral and Related Expenses for Akemi Matsumoto 

Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Fujikawa, Yoshio Fujikawa’s 50th Year 

      Total - $2,700.00 

HI KYODAN 

Norma Matsumoto    Morris Nagata    Richard Egami 

Kenji Fukumitsu     Carol Ichishita    Keith Nishihara 

Stanley Tomono    Ted Yamasaki & Brian Budds  Albert Shiotsuka & Gail Ferrari 

Mr. & Mrs. Burke Matsuyama   Mr. & Mrs. Earl Matsuyama  Mr. & Mrs. Melvin Kunitake 

Mr. & Mrs. Russell Everett   Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Takiue  Mr. & Mrs. Keith Hayama 
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Acknowledgements continued: 

 

CAPITAL FUND 

Norma Matsumoto    Richard Egami    Kenji Fukumitsu 

Carol Ichishita     Stanley Tomono   Janet Fujikawa 

Mr. & Mrs. Burke Matsuyama   Mr. & Mrs. Russell Everett  Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Takiue 

Mr. & Mrs. Keith Hayama 

IN MEMORY OF 

Hanae Okumura, IMO Rev. Shonen Tamekuni 

Edna Fukumitsu, IMO Yasuo Fukumitsu 

Lorrin Hayashida, IMO Harold Hayashida 

Ken Love, IMO Yoshitaka Takashiba & Minoru Inouye 

Norma Matsumoto, IMO Kyle Matsumoto 

Adele Kitaoka, IMO Duane Kurozawa’s 7th Year 

Loretta Kitaoka, IMO Duane Kurozawa’s 7th Year 

Joyce Kudamatsu, IMO Ronald Miyazono 

Cheryl Marshall, IMO George Matsuoka 

Elaine Chapman & Ohana, IMO Hanshichi Henry Kunitomo & Hedemasa Peter Matsuoka 

Mr. & Mrs. Burt Kamigaki, IMO Kikuyo Kamigaki 

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Nakano, IMO Rev. Tamekuni 

Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Sasaki, IMO Harold Hayashida’s 13th Year 

Jeffrey and Wynn Ichishita, IMO Wally K. Ichishita 

Mr. & Mrs. Guy Kitaoka, IMO Duane Kurozawa’s 7th Year 

Mr. & Mrs. Daryl Kurozawa, IMO Duane Kurozawa’s 7th Year 

Mr. & Mrs. Terry Taniyama, IMO Duane Kurozawa’s 7th Year 

Mr. & Mrs. James Tashima, IMO Yoshio Noguchi’s 33rd Year 

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Tokunaga, IMO Jack & Misae Tokunaga and Jutaro & Hina Yanaga 

Mr. & Mrs. Reed Ichishita, IMO Wally and Aiko Ichishita 

      Total - $1,475.00 

 

GOTAN-E 

Anonymous     Laura Fujimoto    Miyuki Inouye 

Mary Katayama     Kenneth Komo    Nora Koyanagi 

Janet Lindner     Alan Matsumoto   Ann Matsumoto 

Jim Miller     Morris Nagata    Elaine Nakagawa 

Chizu Nakashima    Keith Nishihara    Carol Okuna 

Carol Ichishita     Sandy Iwashita    Michitoshi Murakami 

Norma Nakamoto    Ellen Nishikawa    Doris Yamamoto 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Gusman   Mr. & Mrs. Keith Hayama  Mr. & Mrs. Bert Maedo 

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Nakano   Mr. & Mrs. Michael Oshiro  Mr. & Mrs. John Tsue 
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Acknowledgements continued: 

 

Mr. & Mrs. Dean Uemura   Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Takiue  Mr. & Mrs. Reed Ichishita 

Mr. & Mrs. Norman Takeoka 

      Total - $645.00 

MILITARY REMEMBRANCE 

Anonymous     Lisa Ciriako    Jack Harrington 

Mary Katayama     Nora Koyanagi    Myrna Kunihiro 

Janet Lindner     Alan Matsumoto   Ann Matsumoto 

Elaine Nakagawa    Chizu Nakashima   Lilly Ushiroda 

Shirley Matsuoka    Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Takiue  Mr. & Mrs. Gilbert Kaneko 

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Nakano   Mr. & Mrs. Clayton Nishina  Mr. & Mrs. Norman Takeoka 

Mr. & Mrs. Sukeji Yamagata 

      Total - $381.00 

FATHER’S DAY 

Anonymous     Claudia Chang    Lisa Ciriako 

Miyuki Inouye     Mary Katayama    Sachiko Katoku 

Nora Koyanagi     Janet Lindner    Cheryl Marshall 

Alan Matsumoto    Ann Matsumoto   Shirley Matsuoka 

Morris Nagata     Elaine Nakagawa   Chizu Nakashima 

Helen Oishi     Lilly Ushiroda    Albert Watanabe 

Carol Zakahi     Mr. & Mrs. Gilbert Kaneko  Mr. & Mrs. Steven Kaneko 

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Nakano   Mr. & Mrs. George Shimamoto  Mr. & Mrs. Norman Takeoka 

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Takiue   Mr. & Mrs. Terence Terada  Mr. & Mrs. John Tsue 

Mr. & Mrs. Dean Uemura 

      Total - $691.00 

SPECIAL DONATIONS 

Anonymous     Richard Egami    Patrick Komo 

Wilfred Murakami    Yoga Class    Lori Marcello 

Albert Watanabe    Fay Wong    Boys and Girls Club 

Phyllis Yoshiki     Leatrice Saito    Rinko Matsuoka 

Yoshiko Kadooka    Mr. & Mrs. George Shimamoto  Mr. & Mrs. Francis Iwamoto 

Shirley Matsuoka, Obon 

Stanley Tomono, Jr. YBA, Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, Taiko 

Norma Matsumoto, Judo Club, Preschool, Cub Scouts 

Nancy Katayama, Taiko 

Mr. & Mrs. Melvin Kunitake, Project Dana 

Mr. & Mrs. Gail Masunaga, Colette Masunagas graduation from Emory University 

Mr. & Mrs. James Tashima, Dharma School, Preschool, Taiko 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Nagata, Taiko 

      Total - $3,923.00 
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MEMORIAL SERVICES FOR AUGUST, SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER 2023 

 

Dear Members:  It is the Buddhist Custom that Family members observe memorial services to pay their 

respects to those who passed away.  Through the services, the families are reminded of the importance of 

religious life.  The role of the rites is helpful in strengthening and aiding the families to lead a meaningful life in 

the guiding light of Amida Buddha’s Compassion.  Please note the list below and make an appointment at least 

Three Months prior to the service date. 

 

FIRST YEAR (2022) 

09/03 Mildred Morimoto       10/09 Frances Oue 

10/09 Edna Kitagawachi 

  

      THIRD YEAR (2021) 

08/08 Richard Sasaki        09/20 Asano Matsumoto 

       

SEVENTH YEAR (2017) 

08/15 Masao Obata        08/31 Eleanor Yokomoto 

10/17 Mitsuo Hasegawa 

THIRTEENTH YEAR (2011) 

09/07 Ernest K. Urada        10/08 Harold “T-Bone” Kaku 

10/27 James I. Kukita 

SEVENTEENTH YEAR (2007) 

09/18 Hidetoshi Taniguchi       10/04 Yachiyo Kukita 

10/07 Hideo Sakata        10/22 Minoru Kawakami 

TWENTY FIFTH YEAR (1999) 

08/11 Minoru Inouye        8/13 Kikumo Fujikawa 

8/23 Masao “Masa” “Ninja” Hori      10/09 Ruby Shimeko Murasaki 

THIRTY THIRD YEAR (1991) 

09/11 Mishiwo Murakami       09/13 Misao Iwamoto 

10/01 Diane Y. Shirota        10/14 Pearl M. Nagata 

FIFTIETH YEAR (1974) 

10/01 Kinju Iwane        10/17 Glenn Koji Sasaki 

10/19 Yoshii Kikuji        10/27 Otozo Hirata 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE: If you have any questions or corrections regarding the information listed above,  

please call the office at 323-2993.  Thank you. 


